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Hussem, Mubarak Make
Surprlse Trlp to Baghdad

Iraq Appears to Be Haltmg Imn s Oﬁ’ enswe';_

- By Jonathan C.Randal -~

« Washington Post Foreign Service -

AMMAN; Jordan, March 18—
‘Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak ..
and Jordan’s King Hussein flew un-.~
expectedly: .{o. Baghdad today to"

. confer with Iraql Presxdent Saddam -

¢ ‘Hussein, .
i - .The. leaders™ dnscussxon of rruh- -

tary requirements came as Iraq ap-
parently began to drive away waves
-of - attacking:. ‘Iranian--troops- from-.

st.rateglc ground they reached m—»

flerce battles in Iraqs s uthern )

" ‘marshlands.

Iragi m1htar§ commumques m-q
dlcated that Iraman forces, had
pushed west. of . the Tlgns River;-.

- reaching the-vital.. Baghdad-Basra“;.
" highway, before the.Iraqi -counter-+;

 offensive began turning them back:s;

« The fighting of nearly a week is de- .

; scribed as among the bloodiést bat-
tles in the 41/z-year-old war..

The surprise trip of Mubarak and )

.-Hassein came ona day when'd huge:

. explosxon in central Baghdad dam-

. that diplomats said was- to’ have

‘l aged a nearly completed burldmg

served, as the new Foreign Minis-
- try. It was the third such explosion
. in Baghdad in the past five days,
*and Iran has said all were caused by

_two on sabotage and gave no expla-
--nation of today’s explosion.” " " "~

.- capital marked the first visit there
" of. an: Egyptian leader since Iraq
broke . diplomatic- relatlons at_an
‘ Arab League summit meeting in
g Baghdad in 1979 to ostracize then-
r president Anwar Sadat for sxgmng a
[ _peace;treaty. with Israel. ; :

its missiles. Iraq blamed the first'

-+ « Mubarak’s presence in the Iraqi

.- The Iragi News Agency said Hus-

~ sein and Mubarak met with Saddam
| Hussein for four * ours before leaving

: Bagnhdad, The Associated. Press re-
ported
- [When he _returned to Caxro late

fMonday, Mubarak called on Iran ‘to
‘negotiate peace with Iraq, and said
the Iragis were in a “good position”.
.and. did not need extra military as-
‘'sistance from Jordan or Egypt, Umt-
“ed Press International reported.] ;- "
; The Iraqi High Command-declared
an “epic” victory in the counterattack
‘against Iranian forces in southern

Iraq’s Hawizah marshlands, and res- .
““idents .of Baghdad paraded in the

streets celebrating the . reportedly
successful counteroffensive. . .
[Sources in Washington sald about

- 25 000 lightly armed Iranian troops
. from seven or. eight divisions, most

of them -ill-trained Revolutionary .

_Guards, had crossed the Tigris River

* by late Sunday and were conducting .
probes along the strategic Baghdad-

Basra highway, which runs just west

.of the river and links the capital with

‘the- beleaguered Persian Gulf port
cxty in the south, .

[Had the Iranians succeeded in
thelr attempt to cut the highway 45
miles north of Basra, vital Iraqi sup-
ply lines would have been disrupted,

forcing Iraq to commit large num- |

‘bers of troops to maintain-a precar- -

jous lifeline to Basra along a second,

longer north-south road.to the west. .

[The sources in Washington de-
vscrxbed a primitive Iranian force, at-
‘tacking in outboards and other.small
boats on the difficult marsh terrain,
territory as treacherous as the Flor-
ida Everglades, against the Iragis,
who enjoy clear weapons and air su-
‘periority.  They said Iraq had been
slow to commit 4 large enotgh force
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to the counteroffensive and, through
Sunday; had concentrated on knock-
ing out Iranian artillery’ emplace-
ments rather than confronting ad-
vancing ground troops directly.]

.. The Iragi High Command’s iov-
ous announcement of a victorious
counteroffensive vesterday and to-
day_was supported by a rehable
western source with access to cur-
rent photo intelligence.

- Instrumental in helping turn the
tide Sunday, the sources said, were
JIraqi helicopter gunships and fighter-
bombers that Iraq said had flown
more sorties in the past week than

- previously in the conflict, which be-

gan in September 1980.

. Today, the source said, the Iran-
ians: were being pushed back to
their initial departure point, as far
as 18 miles east of the Tigris River.
:#“The Iranians are still on .the
run,” the source with access to pho-
to intelligence said, “and once again
they have shown they cannot ‘sus-
tain an offensive after making initial
inroads”™ against a sluggish Iraql
Aty slow to respond “Now. the .
Iraqxs are really pouring it on," the

: source added.

”No new Iranian military commu-
mque was issued after this morning.
The wordmg and tone of the earlier
commumques repeated by Tehran

| radi6 indicated Iran had halted its

offensive, at least for the time be-
mg, Reuter reported from the Iran-
idn capital.” No clear indication of
the present Iranian front lines was.
mcluded in Iran’s communiques. -

« The Iranians launched the marsh-
land offensive on March 11 with '
small ‘groups of troops—a tactic”
that--military -specialists said was.

.intended to neutralize Iraq’s air and
.armor superiority by makmg the

targets hard to find. -
. The sources also said the two :
sides appeared. correct in their

*claxm‘s of having inflicted heavy ca- .
. sualties on -each other, but there | -
. was no way of confirming them:

Neither side. mentioned its own
casualties, but an Iranian commu-
nique -said* ‘its forces inflicted
12,000 casualties on Iraq and had

- taken' 3,000, prisoners._Iraqi Infor-

Contimpeg
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mation Minister Latif Nassif Jassim
claimed today that 15,000 Iranians
had been slain overnight between
Saturday and Sunday alone.
"In a statement this morning, Gen.
Adnan Khairullah, the defense min- .
~ister and Saddam Hussein’s cousin,
* gaid eight Iranian divisions had been -
“crushed” in a “unique and epic” vic-’
i tory: of - Iraqi-“believers” . over. the:
. “evil Irahians”.. 0 - o ARSI
: “The statement called on Iraqis in
" their - “homes, in .the streets,
- schools, factories and villages,” to:
celebrate the victory. But celebra-
tory s,treet_@emonstrations broke
up in panic just before noon when
the.huge explosion shook Baghdad. ..
. An Tranian military spokesman

quoted by the_official RNA press |

i
1

' - agency said Iranian forces had fired a .
-+ ground-to-ground missile at Baghdad :
in -retaliation - for Iragi air raids:

. against Iranian cities. The spokes-

~ man said Iran had “no choice”-but.to

., “talk to Iraqi leaders in the same lan- .

i -guage,”. and it warned that Tehran -

+ would “turn Baghdad into ruins.” S

. ,..An Iragi military spokesman said .

i Traqi aircraft had bombed four Iran--

. ian cities—Hamadan, Isfahan, Ker-:

--manshah and Tabriz.. ~ .- .. i

|. * There were indications, however,

| that both. sides were considering -

. ending attacks on civilian targets.

. The Libyan news agency’ JANA

. said Iranian leader Ayatollah Ruhol-

. lah Khomeini, in a message to Lib-

. yan leader Muammar Qaddafi, had
signaled his willingness to, end at-
tacks on Iragi cities and civilian tar-

- gets if Iraq.did likewise. - R

.- Saddam Hussein was.reported to :

, have indicated a similar ‘willingness

| in a message sent to Indian Prime

. Minister Rajiv Gandhi. - S

_Meanwhile, confusio

i
|
i
i

| ported at Tehran's Mehrabad Air-"
l port, with foreigners seeking to fly
. out before Iraq applied its “prohib-
i;" ited war zone” orders to all Iranian

i~ airspacé. Tuesday. afternoon. .

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/03 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000605360012-2



